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OBITUARY. 

We have to record, though painful as it may be, the death of our 
much beloved brother, Elder Jesse Dannax, who departed this life 
on the 14th of August last, after an illness of a few ys, we sup- 

of Congestive fever, Although we feel our loss, we must say 
it is the Lord, let him do what seems good in his sight; and can say 
with unshaken confidence, from the testimony he bore to us, around 


him, that he left this world in the triumphs of faith; and we can 
Seer api that as a man, he was much reopen Sy ar 

new him; and was v uch esteamed by his en. % 
bors were cordially recelved and much blessed; and we believe he 
was one of the chosen and called of the Lord, to rightly divide the 
word of truth, and give to each his portion in due season. 








MINUTES, &c. 

Tus Introduetory Sermon was delivered by Elder A, Crawford, 
from the 33d. = of Isaiah and 20th verse.—After which, the 
Delegates from the several Churches convened in the Meeting 
House, and the Association was called to order and opened by pray~ 
er by the Moderator. 

1. The Letters from the several Churches were called for and 
read, and the ao Bites names aa » will appear frome the an- 
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{ \ ss MINUTES. 


2. The Association was then organized by electing E. A. Mead. 
ers Moderator, and T. K. Young, clerk. « + | 

3. An invitation was given to churches wishing to become mem- 
bers of this Association, to present their letters. 

4. Letters from corresponding Associations were called for: 

hereupon, a letter and package of Minates from Mississippi River. 

ssociation, was presented by her Messengers, Alder Peter Culp, 
and Brown, whieh received the right hand of fellowship by 
the Mod’r; and were invited to seats. Also,em letter and Minutes 
from the Loosuscoona Ass’n, by their M ts, Eld O, Guthrey 
and Elder Elisha Moe@re, who also received * rigs hand of fel- 
lowship and were invited to seats. Bro. Elder Parks, who was pre- 
sent, and appointed a messenger from the Primitive’Baptist Asso- 
ciation—and althoygh he had neither letter nor mitiytes; the Asso- 
ciation being satisfied of his appointment, he was received, and the 
right hand of fellowship extended to him, and he invited to a seat. 

5. Agreed to return correspondence. Bro. Harowell to write to 
the Mississippi Association, himself and brother West bear it. Bro. 
Harris write to the Primitive Baptist Association, brethren Smart 
and Meaders bear the same. Brother Low write to the Loosus- 
coona regglar Baptist Association, and brethren Nowlin, Jamerson 
and Morris bear the same. 

6. Brethren Moore, Culp, Guthey and Parks, were chosen to oc- 
cory the stand to-morrow, preaching to commence at 10 o'clock, 





1. A committee of arrangement was appointed of brethren West, 
Crawford, Smart, Morvon dna Moward with the clerk and Mode~ 
rator—then adjourned until 9 o’clock Monday-forning. 

The Brethren appointed to occupy the standypreached in the or« 
der of their names toa large and very attentive congregation, and 
we hope to Divine acceptance, \s ; 

Monpay Morstxe, 9 o’cro¢x—Met recording to adjournment. 
The business of the Association was resumed by prayer by Brother 
Crawford. ‘ . ' 

1. Called the list of the names of the Delegates. 

2. Called for theSReport of the Committee, of Arrangements; 
which was presented, read and received, and/the Committee dis< 
charged. ‘ A 

3. Elders, Parks, Culp and Moore requested upy the stand 
to-day. to which they consented. ’ 

-~4. The Union Meetings arranged for the Ist. District, to be hol- 
den with the Union Church, De Soto County, commencing on Fri- 
day before 4th Lord's day in sal aes three days. For 
the 2nd District, at Pleasant Grove Church, three, days, commen- 
cing on Friday before the 2d Lord’s day in Maso: the 3d. Dis- 
trict with the Church at Pilgrim’s Rest, three days, commencing on 
Friday before the 2d Sabbath in August. 

>. Corresponding letters called for; read and received! 





mo 


MINUTES. 


6. Brethren, Morton and Harris; appointed a Committee on Fi- 
nance, which report the following sums received from the Charch- 
es this year, - - - - $38 65 “ 

In the hands ofthe Treasurer. a! 20 60-859 25 

7, The next Association to be held with the Church at Cold- Was 
ter, in Marshall County, 7 miles North West from Holly Springs, 
commencing on Saturday before 2d Sabbath in October, 1845, and 
that E. A. Meaders preach the intreductoty Sermon, and in case of 
failure, J. R. Renfro. ogee 

8. Resolved, That the death of our beloved Brother, Elder Jes~ 
st Darnegt, be recorded in these Minutes, and Brother S. Harris 
prepare an article for that purpose, 

9, The Association order that 600 copies df ihese Minutes be 
printed ane distributed as heretofore, after reserving 75 copies-for 
the use of Association. 

10. Appointed Brother J. Low Agent ia the 3d. District in the 
place of Brother Darnel, deceased, 

11. The Clerk appointed Superintendent to the Printing and 
Sachets the Minutes; and be allowed 10 dollars for his services 

st year. 

12. Ordered, that the Constitution, Rules of Decorum and Ab- - 
stract Principles of Faith, as adopted by’ this Association, be prin» 
ted in connection with these Minutes. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Association be presented to 
the Members and friends of the Church at Antioch for their kind 


reception, bountiful and hospitable treatment of its Members du- 
ring their present Session. 


Adjourned by singing and benediction by the Modorator. — 
E. A. MEADERS, Moderator. 
T. K. YOUNG, Clerk. 


ABSTRAOT PRINCIPLES OF FAITH. 
Articte 1. We believe in only one true and living GOD, the 
Father the Word and the Holy Ghost, and these three are one. 
2. We believe that the Scriptures composing the Old and New 
Testaments are the Word of God and the only rule of Faith, and 
ractice, 
3. We believe in the Doctrine of Election, and that God chose 
his 7 in Christ before the foundation of the World. . 2 
t e believe in the Doctrine of original sin. 
5. We believe in man’s incapacity to recover ‘himself from the 
fallen state he isin by nature, by his owa will and ability. 
6. We believe that sinners are justified in the sight of God, only 
by the righteousness of Christ imputed to them. 
7. We believe that the elect according to the foreknowledge of 
God the Father, shall be called, regenerated and sanctified by the 


Holy ote : 
8, We believe that the Saints shall be preserved by Grace, and 
never finally fallaway, _ 





ABSTRACT OF FAITH. 


9. We believe that Baptism and the Lord's Supper, are ordinan- 
ces of Jesus Christ, and that true believers are the only subjects of 
Baptism, and that by immersion is the Apostolic mode. 

0. We believe in the resurrection of dead, and in the gen- 
eral Judgment, that the felicity of the righteous and the punish~ 
ment of the wicked will be eternal. 

11. We believe that no Minister has any right to administer the 
ordinances of the Gospel, bat one who is re ularly Baptised, called, 
and comes undé& the imposition of the heads ofa Presbytery. 

12. We believe that none but regularly Baptised believers nave 
a right to commune at the Lord’s table, 

CONSTITUTION. 

Articuz 1. The Association shall be composed of Members cho- 
sen by the different churches of our Union,twho on producing their 
credentials shall be entitled to seats. 

The Members thus chosen and convened, shall be known by 
the name of the Tallahatchie Baptist Association, who shall usurp 
nojauthority i ion, or infringe any of 
their rights, but i an advisory council, 
in ail matters relative to their internal concerns. Nevertheless, it 
becomes necessary in some cases to have a uniform rule of proce- 
dure, namely, if one Church commits an offence against another, 
it shall be the duty of the offended to labour with tne offender for 
satisfaction.—If she fail of success, she shall cal! the aid of two or 
more Churches in our Union, to assist in labouring for satisfaction, 
and if final satisfaction in the opinion of the helps thus called be not 
obtained, the agrieved may tring whe case before the Association, 
which shall be taken up and decided upon according to its merits. 
If a serious difficulty ld arise in an individual Church, which 
upon due labour cannot be reconciled, she shall call the aid of two 
or more sister Churches to assist in the work, and if a reconciliation 
be note » the helps so called, or the Churches, mav bring the 

iati according to its merits. 

But the Association will take cognizance of no case of the above 

kind, unless a{due course of procedure shall have been pees ly 

to the Church Discipline found in the 18th Chap- 

by St. Matthew and other parts of Scripture, 

the nature of offences, and the manner of bringing of- 
fenders to trial, 
3. The Churches in our Union shall transmit to every Annual 
of the iation, written communications speeitying the 
hames of their Messengers, their number in Fellowship, Baptised, 
received by Letter, dismissed by letter, excommunicated, restored 
since the last Session which shall be Minuted accor- 


and 

dingly. 
Every Church in our Union shall be entitled to three Repre- 

sentatives, and if any Church should fail to represent herself, she 


shall state her reasons, for such neglect, in her letter to the next 
Association, 
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CONSTITUTION: 


5. New Churches may be admitted into our Union by Messen- 
rs, bearing petitionary Letters, and if upon due examination they 
‘be found yr rm and Orthodox, the Moderator shall manifest their 
admission by giving the Messenger the right hand in token of Chris- 
tian fellowship. ; 

6. The Association when convened shall be overned by a regu- 
lar and proper rule of decorum, which she is authiotleed to form and 
amend according to her own views. 

7. At any Session of the Association a Moderator shall be ap- 
pointed, by and from among the Messengers present, whose duty 
it shall be to see that the Rules of Decorum are strictly observed 
and to take the voice of the Association Upon all subjects introduced. 
A Clerk shall also be appointed whose duty it shall be to take prop- 
er and correct Minutes of the proceedings, 

» 8, The Association shall have power to exclude from her Union 
any Church that may vivlate the Constitution, or, depart from the 
Orthodox principles of the Gospel. 

9. The Association shall furnish the Churches with the Minutes 


++ Se mapa 

10. ry querie sent by a particular Church, must be included 
in her letter; certifying that she has endeavored to Yeconcile it, but 
has failed. In such a case the Association shall take it under consid- 
eration and the voice of the majority shall be considered an advis 
7 answer, which shall be entered on the Minutes. 

I. Queries which immediately concern the general Union of 
the Churches sent by a particular Church, or introduced by proper 
motion, shall be taken up and decided on as soon as practicable. 

12. Any Church in our Union Proacher 


of 


deems worthy of ordination, shall call a Preaby ory of Ministers 


from sister Churches to officiate in the work: and resbyteries in 
the ordination of Ministers, or Deacons, or the Constitution of 
Churches, shall be governed by the Abstract of Faith adopted by 
this Association, 

13. The Association shall have a fund supplied by the voluntar 
contribution of the Churches; and all monies thus contributed, shall 
be transmitted from the Churches by theit Messengers and paid on 
ver to the Committee on Finance.—This Committee shall be a 
pointed annually, whose duty it shall be to receive in 
Association fund and of the same agreeably to order, 
and make at every on a fair and circumstantial report of their 


P ings. 

14. There shall be an Association book provided, in which the 
Minutes of every Session shall be regularly recorded by the Clerk, 
who shall receive an annual com ensation for his services, 

15. The Association shall not ad i 
finished all the business on hand, only in extraordinary cases. 

16. The Minutes of the Association shall be read and corrected if 
ees and signed by the Moderator and Clerk before the session 





RULES OF DECORUM. 


17. Amendments to this Constitation may be made at any session of 
the Arsociasion, whem a majority of the members shall deem it necessary. 
RULES OF DECORUM. 

Axticur I, The Association shall be opened and closed by prayer. 

IL A Moderator and Clerk shall be chosen by the suffrages of the 
members present, by private ballot. : 

ILI. The Moderator shall be considered a judge ot good order; and 
shal! have a right to call to order at any time. 

IV. A member not satisfied with the decision, may appeal to the As- 
éociation on the same day, but at no other time. 

V. One member shall speak at a time, who shall rise to his feet, 
and on obtaining permission, 

VI. The tor, when addressed by a member for permission to 
speak, shall signify the same by naming rson, or otherwise. 

VII. No member shall be interrupted while speaking, unless he de- 
part from the subject, or use words of petsonal reflection. Any mo- 
tion made and seconded, shall come under the consideration of the As- 
sociation, unless withdrawn by him who made it. 

VIL. Every case taken up by the Association, shall be decided on, 
or withdrawn before another shal! be offered. 

IX; When a question ‘is takea up, afier allowing time for the debates, 
the Moderator shall take the yoice of the Association on the subject; 
and the members in the affirmative of the question, shall signify the 
nae by rising from their seats; and those in the negative, shall retain 
theirs, 

X. The Moderator shall pronounce the decision before the standers 
resume their seats, 


- XI. Any member wishing to retire, shall obtain permission of the 
Moderator. Bon — 
~ XPPONG i shalt o ters (an twice on the same subject, 
without pertmidfion of the Association; nor more than once, till every 
member wishing to speak shal! have ss nor shall any sition 


be made to close the subject, until the tes have been carried t . 

XIII. The appellation of brother, shal! be used in the Association y 
members in their addresses one to another. 

XIV. The names of members shall be called as ofien as the Associ- 
ationshall direct. “, 

XV. No member shall be tolerated in any practice which tends to 


inter blic ing. , 

XVI. The Moderator shall be entitled to the same privilege of speak- 
ing as any other member; Provided, he int another to his seat. but 
shall not yote on any question, unless the Association be equally divided, 

XVII. Any member violating these rules shall be reproved by. the 
Moderator at discretion, but only on the day the breach shall have been 
made 


_ XVIII. The Association shall in all cases be governed by a majority 
of the members present, t in the reception of a church into their 
fel ; im that case, it tequire @ unanimous vote, : 
XIX. or alterations, may be made to these rules of de- 
Corum, when a majority ef the Association may think it necessary, 


‘ : | Charge for Printing 690 Copies, $30 00.) 
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MINUTES: 
HOlletianee] tethpetestt oie def ; 


, . i ; : 
The Introductory Sermon was delivered by Elder S. Harris 
rom 2d Corinthians, 5tly Chapter and 1st verse—“For we kno 
that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved.” &¢ 
After which, the delegates met in the meeting house. Singing 


ane DRE ise Aeasnteaar od Setal hares Weetealled fo 


read, and their defegates’ names enrolled, as in the following table 
After which, the Association was organized by re-electing El 
der 8. Harris, Moderator, and brother E. D. Sinclair, Clerk 
Arr. 2. Called for Petitionary Letters. 
| Mer. Br Called ToC responds ¢ betters: \whi¢renpon, » dette 
and minutes were presented. from our sister the Mississippi Rive 
Association, by her delegates, Elder Peter Culp and brather Wil 
liam Stidham. 
Also, a bundle of minutes from the Loosascoona Association, 
by her delegates, Elders J. Edwards and J. Robbins. 

Iso, @ letter and minutes from the Primitive Baptist Associa- 
tion, by Elder Culp. No messengers. All of whom received 
the right hand of fellowship, and were invited to seats with us, 

Brethren J..H. Piekens, B.D. MeKenzy and R. L. McNees, 
from the Regular Baptist Association, ¢ame forward and stated 
that they were peg by said Association to bear a letter of 
correspondence, but owing to the death of the brother who had 
the letter, they had failed to bring it. On motion, it was ag 
to receive the brethren and open correspondence with that As- 
sociation. i‘ oA 

Arr. & Agreed to continue corres ndence, and appointed R. 
R. Norfleet to write to the Primitive Baptist Desdliiea, and 
brethren R. R. Norfleetrand) W. Bruer to bear the same. 

Brother Jasper Jones to write:to the Loosascoona Association, 
and ‘brethren J.\Jones, M. W. Tucker’ Wy E, MeLang and M. | 
Waldrip to bear the same. 
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J. W. Wilks to’ write to the Mississippi River ‘Association, 
and Elder S. Harris to bear the same ‘and pone Cé6op wood’ 
write to the Regular Baptist Associotidhy at bictliteh Catena 
and M.D. Watson to bear the same. 

Ast, 5. Appointed brethren R. R. Norfleet, J. Joties and M. 
Waldrip, together with the Moderator and Clerk; a Cotimnittee 
of Arrangement. ' A 

Arr. 6. Appointed’ R. Ri Norfleet and’ J. Tones a'Conmnitted" 
on’ Finance, Union 

Art, Tf. A ppotiitet Elders P Oulp; J. Edwards and 8! Harris 
to preach’on Sunday! ~*~" ; yt Dos! 

\ ky. 8. Adjourned to meet on: Monday mo . 9 ofeloek 

SoNbAt.—Phe brethren appointed to preach to-day, met large 
and attentive audience, to han Elder Edwards preached fi 
Isaiah, 45th chapter and 22d verse: “Look unto me and be ye 
saved, all the ands of the earth,” &e. 

Elder Culp followed, fromdReyans, Sth chapter, 28th to 32d 
verses: “And we know that all things work together for good to 
them that love God,” &e. ' - 

After an intermission of, balfan hour, Elde is concluded 
the services, SAP tain 27th chapter ‘and PRE: “And it 
shall,coure ta pass in that day,” &c. i \W..Lesueed 
Mospax Morya, 9 9'§L0dR.._ 

The Association met. according to‘adjournment... Singing apd 
prayer by Pider' Nowlen. ; W. odt ane teen 

Artrore't. Oalled the names of the delegates, { Vi 

Arr, 2. Culled for the Report: of the Committee of 
ments, which was received and the Committee discharged.?/ 

Art. 8. Took tp the subject of Union Meetings, dnd’ after 
some disgussion, agreed’ to discintinue’ the Union Meetings for 
the present. . a om a 

ate. 4. Called for Corresponding Letters 'to sister Associations; 
which were read and received, ; boy 

Anrr..5. Agreed that our Clerk have Ten Dollars ‘for his, pert#é 
ces last year. 5 cnet ae 

Axr, 6. Appointed the Clerk to superintend the mt g tot 
these minutes, apd have six hundred copies printed, an sti, 
bute them as usual. ao tad? 

Arr. 7. Agreed that our next Association be held with enh 
ter Church at Pleasant Grove, in the Northeast corner of 
county, Mississippi, on Saturday before the third. Sunday,in 
tember, 1862, and that Elder 8. Harris’ preach the Introductory =. 
Sermon, and Elder E. A. Meaders be his alternate, 
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- 8. Called gn the Committee on Finaace, who reported 
te ba received from the Ghurcbes this year, Qs oe 


ing in the Treasury, 
Mad Releeh srs). naumed amen $27 02 
By private contribution a 


hi i eS he $i 70 
Arr. 9. On motion, it was oe our Constitution, Ab- 
stract of Faith, and Rules of » be printed with these 
minutes. 


10. Resolved, That the thanks of this Association be ten- 
ih to the brethren ad friends of this vicinity for thejr kind- 
itali ing our t session, 
Men end borohalie daring. n a HARRIS, Moderator. 
E. D. Bctam, Clerk. 





ABSTRACT PRINCIPLES OF FAITH, 


Aaricis 1. We believe in only one true and living GOD, the Pather, 
the Poh be Lal chase there are che 
; / &: We believe that 


5. We believe in aian’s incapacity to recover himself from the fallen 
= in in by nature, by his own Will and ability, 


e @ that sinners are justified in the sight of God, only by 


Fighteonsnesa of Christ imputed to them, 
1. We believe dlect, according to the foreknowledge of God 
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CN: We believé that no Minister has any right to administer the ordi. 
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mances of the Gompels bas one who is regularly Baptized, called, and comes 
itio 


under the —— n of the fands of a Presbytery, 
ie 


42, We believe that none but regularly Baptized beljeyers have a right 
to commune at the Lord's table. 


CONSTITUTION, 


Axricis 1, The Association shall be composed of members ohosen by 
the different Churches of our Union, who, on producing their credentials, 
shall be entitled to seats, 

2 The members thas chosen and eonvened, shall be known by the 
ame of the Tallahatchie Baptist Association, who shall usurp no author- 
ity over the Churches in our Union, or infringe on any of their rights, 
but shall merely be considered as an advisory council, in all matters rela, 
tive to their internal concerns. Nevertheless, it becomes necessary, in 
some cases, to have a uniform rule of procedure, namely, if one Church 
commits an offence inst another, it shall be the duty of the offended 
to labor with the offender for satisfaction, If she fail of success, she shall 
call the aid of two or more Charches in our Union, to assist in laboring 
for satisfaction, and if final satisfaction in the opinion of the helps thus 
called be not obtained, the aggrieved may bring the case before the Asso- 
ciation, which shall be taken up and decided upon according to its merits. 
If a serious difficulty should arise in an individiral Charch, which, upon 
Aue labor, cannot be reconciled, she shall call the aid of two or more sis- 
ter Churehes to assist in the work, aud if a reconciliation be not effected, 
the helps so,called, or the Churches, may bring the case before the Asso- 
ciation, to be acted on according to its merits. Rat the Association will 
take cognizance of no case of the above kind, unless a due tourse of pro- 
cedure shall have been previously pursued gccording to the Charch Disei- 
pline, found in the 18th Chapter of the Gospel by St, Matthew, add ‘other 

‘parts of the Scriptures, which define the nature of offenées and the man- 
ner of bringing offenders to trial, : 

3, The Churches in our Union shall tragsmit to uy Annual Session 
of the Association, written comianications specifying the names of their 
Messengers, their number in fellowship, baptized, ‘received by letter, dis- 
missed by letter, excommunicated, restored and deceased nee the last 
Session, which shall be minuted accordingly. eee 

4, Every Church in our Union shall be entitled to three case 
tives, and if any Church should fail to represent herself, she shall state 

wher reasons, for sach neglect, in her letter to the next Association. 

5. New Churches may be admitted into our Union by Messengers, 
bearing petitionary letters, and if upon dae examination they be found 
orderly and Orthodox, the Moderator shall manifest their admission by 
giving the Messengers the right hand, in token of Christian fellowship. 

6. The Association, when convened, shall be governed by a regular and 


; 


~ 















[ 6.] 
proper rate of decorum, whichshe is anthorized to form and amend aé- 


cording to her own views. 

7. At any Session of the Association a Moderator shall be a pointed, 
by and from among the Messengers present, whose daty ft shall be'té see 
that the Rules of Decorum are strictly observed, and to take the voice of 
, the Association upon all subjects introduced, A Clerk shall also be ap- 

pointed, whose duty it shall be to. take proper and correct Minutes of 
the proceedings. 

8 The Association shall have power to exclude from her Union any 
Charch that may violate the Constitution, or depart from the Orthdilox 
principles of the Gospel. 

9. The Association shall furnish the Charches with thé fnidutes of ovt. 
ry Session. ' 

10, Every qnery sent by a particular Church, must be iheliled fn Wer 
letter; certifying that she has endeavored to reconetfe it, but has failed, 
In sach a case the Association shal! take it under consideration, ahd the 
voice of the majority shall be eonsidered an advisory soswer, which shall 
be entered op ie Shinates. 

11. Queries which immediately concern the getieral Uaidh of tho 
Churches seat by a particular Clarch, or introduced by ptopet motion, 
shall be taken up anid deci led on as soon as practicable. 

12. Any Charch in our Union, having a Preachet whom she dééms 
worthy of ordination, shall call a Presbytery of Minister’ from sister 
Charches to officiate in the work ; and Prestyteries io the ordingtibn of 
Ministers or Deacons, or the Constitution of Churches, shaft be goverted 
by the Abstract of Faith, adopted by this Assocfatidn, 

13, The Association shall have a find supplied by the rolutitiry don- 
tibution of the Churches; and all monies thas contributed shall bé trans- 
mitted frou the Churches by their Messengers and paid over to the Com- 
mittee on Finance, This Committee shall be appointed annnally, whose 
duty it shall be to receive in charge the Associstion fand and dispose of 
the same agreeably to order, and make, at every Session, a fair and cir- 
cuinstantial report of their oe "7 

14. There shall be an Association book provided, in which the Minutes 
of every Session shall be regularly recorded by the Clerk, who élial} re- 
ceive an annual compensation for his services. 

15, The Association shall not adjourn any Session untt! she shall have 
finished all the business on hand, only in extraordinary eases, 

16. The Minutes of the Associaticn shall be read and corrected, if ne- 
cessary, and signed by the Moderator and Clerk before the Session rises. 

17. Amendments to this Constitution may be made at ‘any Session of 


f 


the Association, when a majority of the members shall deem it necessary. 








rf 


RULES OF DECORUM. 


Articie I. The Association shall be opened and closed by 

Il. A Moderator and Clerk shall be chosen by the su 
members present, by private ballot. ; 

IIL. The Moderator shall be considered a judge of good order; and 
shall have a right to eall to order at any time. 

IV, A member not satisfied with the decision, may appeal to the Asso- 
ciation og the same day, but at no other time. 

V. Un® inember shall speak at a time, who shall rise to his feet, and 
on obtainity permissivn, proceed. , 

VI. The, Maderator, when addressed by a member for permission to 
speak, shall signify the same by naming the person, or otherwise. 

VII. No member shall be interrapted while speaking, unless he depart 
from Seated at or use words of personal reflection. Any motion made 
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and seconded, shal! cOme under the consideration of the Association, un- 
less ga by him who made it. 

VIIL Every case taken up by the Association, shall be decided on, or 
withdraw, béfore another shall be offered, 

IX. n a question is taken up, after allowing time for the debates, 


the Moderator shall take the voiee of the Association on the subject, and 
the members in the affirmative of the qaestion shall signify the same by 
rising from their seats; and those in the negative, shall retain theirs. 

X. Moderator shall pronounce the decision before the standers re- 
sume theit seats, ; 

XI. Ally memibet wishing to retire, shalf obtain permission of the 
Moderatée. 

XII. No member shall speak more than twice on the same subject, 
without permission of the Association; nor more than ghee, till every 
membet. wishing to speak shall have epoken, nor shall any proposition be 
made to-élose the subject until the debates have been carried through. 

XIIL.The appellation of brother shall be used in the Association by 
members.in their addresses one to another. 

XIV~ The names of methbers shall be called #s often as the Associa- 
tion shall direct. 

XV. No member shall be toletated in any ptactice which tends to in- 
terrupt public speaking. ; 

XVI--The Moderator shall be entitled to the same privilege of speak- 
ing as any other member: Provided, he appoint another to his seat, but 
shall not vote on any question unless the Association be egnally divided. 

XVIL Avy member violating these Rules shall be reproved by the Mod- 
erator at diseretion, but only on the day the breach shall have been made. 

XVIII. The Association shall, in all cases, be governed by a thajority 
of the members present, except in the reception of a Church into their 
followship; in that case, it shall require a unanimous vote. 

XIX. Amendments, or alterations, may be made to these Rales of De- 
corum, when a majority of the Association may think it necessary. 

Charge for Printing six hundred cdpies, $25 00, 
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MINUTES 


Tallahatchie Baptist Association, 


Snead 
FIRST DAY—Mornine Session. 

. =~ 

The Tenth Annual Session of the Tallahatchie Baptist As- 
sociation was held with the St. John Baptist Church, Lafayette 
county, Miss., August 12th, 13th, and 14th, 1880, 

The Introductory Sermon was preached by Elder R. Good- 
win, from the third chapter and ninth verse of 1st Corinthi- 
ans: “For we are Jaborers together with God, ye are God’s 
husbandry, ye are God’s building. Sung hymn 447. 

The Association then adjourned to 2 o’clock for refresh- 
ments, prayer by Elder A. Parks. 


APTERNOON SESSION. 
The Association met pursuant to adjournment. Prayer by 
Elder G. Burt. Elder T, F. Martin in the chair. 


The Moderator announced the house ready for business, 
and appointed Elders F. L. Coleman and R. Goodwin, Read- 
ing Clerks. : 

Letters from the different churches were called for and read 
and the names of delegates enrolled. (See statistical table.) 
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It was moved and seconded that we go into the election of a 
Moderator, Clerk, and Treasurer, to preside over this body for 
the ensuing year. 

On motion, a committee was appointed to nominate officers 
for this body, consisting of Bros. L. McGlown, D. Harkins, 
H. Nick, R. H. Mitchell, and D. Hopper. 

The committee nominated Elders T. F. Martin and C. 
Lawshe, for Moderator; Bros. A. Marion and M. P. Jones, for 
Clerk, and Bros. Sharper Pegues and Thos. Nick for Treas- 
urer. 

Bros. R. H. Mitchell, R. D. Buford, and G. Ragsdell were 
appointed Tellers. 

The eleetion resulted in the choice of Elder C. Lawshe, 
Moderator; M. P. Jones, Clerk, and Sharper Pegues, Treas- 
urer. 

The Moderator on taking his seat thanked the body for <ts 
renewed confidence thus expressed, and then appointed a De- 
votional Committee, to-wit: Bros. H. Nick, Chas. Trotter, L. 
McGlown, and Eld. R. Goodwin, A. Pegues, together with 
the Deacons of this church. 

It was moved that one-half hour be spent each morning in 
devotional services. Carried. 

The Devotional committee made their report, as tollows: 
Elder G. Burt preach to-night at early candle-light; Bro. 
W. Ligon to conduct the morning exercises, and Eld. G. W. 
Choran to preach to-morrow, at 11 o’clock. 

On motion the Association adjourned until 9 o'clock, Fri- 
day morning, after singing hymn 430, and prayer by Eld. T. 
F, Martin. 

The services at night were conducted by Eld. G. Burt, who 
preached from the 10th chapter and 28th verse of St. John. 


—————_0—————«_— 
SECOND DAY—Moryixce SESSION. 


The Association met pursuant to adjournment, and was 
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opened with reading the 3d-chapter of St. John, by the Mod- 
erator, and singing hymn 633. Prayer by Eld. F. L. Cole- 
man. 

The Moderator announced the house ready for business. 


Minutes of yesterday read and approved. 
On motion by Eld.. F. L. Coleman, a committee on arrange- 


ments was appointed consisting of Eld. F. L. Coleman, A. 
Mitchell, A. Pegues, Thos. Nick and Eld. R. Goodwin. 
Petitionary letters were then called for, when letters from 
Rock Hill, Hopewell and New Hope churches were present- 
ed, these Churches were received and the right hand of 
christian fellowship given their delegates by the Moderator. 
On motion, that we adjourn to hear a sermon from Eld. G. 
W. Choran. Sung hymn 693. Prayer by Bro. Sharper Pe- 
gues, the sermon was preached at,11 o'clock, from the 16th 
chapter, and 15th verse of St. Mark, by Eld. Choran. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


The Association met pursuant to adjournment, and was 
opened by the Moderator, with reading the Ist chapter of St. 
Mark, and singing hymn 298, Prayer by Elder J. H. Cho- 
ran. 

The Moderator then aunounced the house ready for business. 

Minutes of morning’s proceedings were read and approved, 

On motion of Elder J. H. Choran, the Rules of Decorum 
were read by Bro. R. W. Wilson, the assistant Clerk. 

Elder Cohran moved that the word colored be stricken out. 

On motion of T. F. Martin corresponding delegates were 
called for, when Bros. W. H. Johnson, A, Peal and W. Ja- 
maison, from East Sardis Association, came forward, made 
their report and were received; they also reported that the 
East Sardis Association would meet on Thursday before the 
first Sabbath in August, A. D, 1581. 

On motion of Elder W. Howard the report of the commit- 
tee on Order of Business was read, and after some discussion 
was adopted, as follows: 
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J 


Order of Business. 


Your committee beg leave to submit the following report : 


1. The Moderator shall call the Association to order, and 
open in the usual way. 

2. Immediately after opening the Introductory sermon shall 
be preached. 

3. At the close of the sermon the Moderator. shall appoint 
a committee on Finance, and ¢all for the letters from the va- 
rious churches and conventions connected with this general 
body. 

4. After a suitable number of letters have been read the 
Moderator shall appoint a committee on Nominations to nom- 
inate officers for the ensuing year, and a Committee on De- 
votional Exercises. 

5. Immediately after the election of officers the newly 
elected Moderator shall read or canse to be read the Rules of 
Decorum, and then resume the reading of the letters, if there 
be any. 

}. Call for letters from Corresponding bodies. 

- Call for letters from bodies applying for membership. 
Appointment of Committees. 


9. Committee on application. 
. Committee on Correspondence. 


. Committee on Resolutions, 
2. Committee on Education. 
3. Committee on Sabbath-schools. 
. Committee on Temperance. 
5. Committee on Obituaries. 
- Committee on Periodicals and Press. 
- Committee on Doctrine and Customs of the Church. 
- Report of Standing Committees, 
- Report of the Executive Board. 
- Report of the Corresponding Secretary. 
. Report of the Treasurer. 
2. Report of the other Committees. 
3. Report on Unfinished Business. 
- Report on New Associations. 
5. Report on Miscellaneous Business. 
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On motion, Elder A. Durham, missionary from the Zion 
Association, came forward and made his report, after which, 
a motion was made to appoint a committee to investigate said 
report, to-wit: Elder A. Parks, Bros, N. Toles, R. D. Buford, 
W. Howard, R. N. Mitchell, H. Palmer, J. Brown, and A. 
D. Marion. 

The following is their report: 

Bro. Moderator: Your committee beg leave to report as 
follows: We have had this all important matter under our 
careful consideration, and find that Eld. A. Durham was duly 
appointed by the General Missionary Baptist State Associa- 
tion to meet with us in the interest of that body; and, where- 
as, the great end and object is to unite us with the Baptists of 
the State, therefore, 

Resolved, That we endorse it, and recommend that we ap- 
point delegates and send them for the purpose of uniting us 
to that body and pledge our co-operation with them in earry- 
ing out their work. 


Respectfully submitted, 
A. D. MARION, Chairman. 


On motion of G. W. Choran the report of the Devotional 
Committee was received, as follows: 

That Elder F. L. Coleman preach to-night at early candle- 
light, and Bro. H. Nick to conduct the morning exercises; 
Elder J. Brown to preach to-morrow at 11 o'clock. 

On motion the Association adjourned until to-morrow mor- 
ning at 8 o’clock, sung hymn 252. Prayer by Bro. D. Har- 
kins; benediction by the Moderator. 

The sermon at night was by Elder F. L. Coleman. Text: 
2d ch., 9th verse, 2d Peter. 


THIRD DAY—Mornina Session. 


The Association met pursuant to adjournment, the Moder- 
ator in the chair, and was opened by reading the 3d chapter 
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of the Acts of the Apostles, and singing hymn 1076, Prayer 
by Bro. H. Palmer. 

The Moderator then announced the house ready for business. 

On motion of Eld. G. W. Choran, the proceedings of yes- 
terday were read and adopted. , E 

On motion a committee on Finance was appointed, as fol- 
lows: Bros. M. Thompson, R. Wilson, H. Gabriel and Elder 
J. Choran and F. L. Coleman. 

On motion of Eld. J. H. Choran, that a collection be taken 
up for Associational purposes at the end of each sermon. 

On motion of Bro. Thomas Jones, a committee'on the Ex- 
ecutive Board was appointed, as follows: Bros. A. R. Porter, 
M. Gater, J. Brown, N. Harris and J. Gordon. 

On motion of Eld. G. W. Choran, that Eld. A. Durham 
gives his views on the question of an Executive Board. 

On motion of Elder A. Parks, a committee on Sabbath 
Schools was appointed, consisting of Bros. R. E. Buford, D. 
Milligan, and G. Harris. e 

On motion of Eld. W. Howard, the report of the Execu- 
tive Board was received and adopted, as follows. 

Bro. Moderator: Your committee on nominating an Exec- 
utive Board beg leave to report as follows: We believe, to 
make perfect our aims and objects, that it is necessary to have 
an Executive Beard; we, therefore, nominate the following 

rsons: Elders C. Lawshe, R. Goodwin, G. W. Choran, T. 

". Martin, W. Howard, and Bros, §. Sanders, and M. P. 
Jones, to constituté said Board. 


Respectfully submitted, 
A. R. PORTER, Chairman. 


On motion the Association adjourned to hear a sermon from 
Eld. J. Brown. Benediction by the Moderator. 

At 11 o’clock, Elder J. Brown preached from the 120th 
Psalm, Ist and 2d verses, Sung hymn 384, after which a col- 
lection amounting to $2 35 was taken up. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 
f 


The Association met pursuant to adjournment, and was 
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opened with reading the Ist Psalm, singing hymn 947, and 
prayer by Eld. W. Howard. 

The Moderator announced the hans ready for business. 

On motion of F. L. Coleman, the morning’s proceedings 
were read and approved. 

On motion, leave of absence was granted to Bros. G. 
Brown and F. Warren. : 

On motiou of Elder G. W. Choran, a Standing Committee 
on the State of Religion was appointed, as follows: Elder G. 
W. Choran; on Prayer Meetings, Elder A. Pegues; on Home 
Missions, Elder J. H. Choran; on Temperance, Elder T. F. 
Martin; on Sabbath Schools, Elder A. Mitchell; on Denom- 
inational Doctrine, Eld. F. L. Coleman; on duties of Deacons 
to their churches and pastors, Elder J.B. Brown; on duties 
of Pastors to churches, Elder C. Lawshe; on Ministerial stud- 
ies, Eld. G. Burt; on Periodicals, Elder R. Goodwin; on 
Ministerial Education, Eld. W. Howard; on Churches duties 
to Pastors, Elder A. Parks. 

On motion the report of the committee on Finance was 
received showing that $28 55 had been sent up by the 
churches for minutes, as follows: 


Report on Finanve. 


The following sums were sent up by the churches for min- 
utes: 


CO Qh vciives peccs cots tidieeriecsths BAC. Selsnescee $2 00 
CSO See OS cc iceacvecvsse lib 2 50 
ate iisebuendarecnsivvcvestecevscnsesbsonseuladidibeseasvnss 75 

MIIPS: 5b. ccdscdlbbdeccossseis exitiveiasbiandiod 1 50 
ia I sks tnn thn suns wiitiiviion extn decannooakelinaksaes 50 
ease Sdattadaveckectascccvercnnrecsthe Sethi 2 00 
OWN 6 iis « ietinviees va soca s hdd oda RS, AT 3 65 
NG a ks Sa ae ae eet hc 1: 30 
atts covhudebustdousyie: setsaiceices celegus te, ocx uae cae 50- 
nel Niaid pte tactddin as teni Guth ling. 6. acne ine. 3 00 
ReMi cethds dis ciletieirs Quintiens <0 dss tvbduaaiiiseneiactic nicks 1 25 
jake <Rhte teddies s vewsnane Gdkedv ando dees bin <ee 2 00 








ED NRA dh ci cA cicdtieh. avalissch «den decthcesibbdines diel 1 25 
Ry waveitboetentna..+econscbepnsaicAidiamemesths 1 25 
Rock Hill........ SSlatitinnihes dsndbtakue donee Genre 50 
New Hope.. a rr bbiiavpkasatedmanmeieerheiel 275 

TERI ona detent lel Gaal $27 20 


Respectfully submitted, 


J. H. CHORAN, Chairman. 
On motion, of Eld. W. Howard, that the form of Church 
Letter of the Sardis Association be inserted in the minutes. 


Form of Ohurch Letter. 


The Baptist Church of Christ........... 


To the Messsengers of the Tallahatchie Missionary Bap- 


list Asssociation: 


SENDETH CHRISTIAN SALUTATION: 


Dear Brethren: —We are glad to meet you in council, and 


have elected our brethren....................... to represent our 
ehureh in your body. Since your last session, our church has 
Baptized....: -«; Received by letter......... ; Restored....... : 
Dismissed by letter......... ; Exeluded......... he Bea idacrse : 
Total in fellowship.........; We have collected money during 
the year to the amount of 8....... ; Pastors salary $......... : 
How much paid him &...... -; Money spent for church pur- 
poses $.........; How often Missionary visited......... : How 
much paid missionary §$....... -; How much for Sabbath- 
schools $.........; How many lectures given by pastors and 


superintendent to Sabbath-school..... 


--©} Money for min- 


nutes $..........; Time of meeting..........; Ordained minis- 
ters.........; Licentiates......... ; Post office address of each, 
also-ot the church......... : How often taken communion, 


name each preacher. 


-} Name of minister in charge...... 


On motion of Eld. R. Goodwin, the report on Sabbath- 


schools, was submitted as follows: 


Report on Sabbath Schools. 


Your committee on Sabbath-schools are profoundly impress- 
ed that this is emphatically the great work of the laity of our 


churches, and while other causes claim our 


pathy, our efforts, and sacrifices, here 


is a fiel 


prayers, our sym- 


in which all 
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are called to labor, either as teachers or pupils. The influ- 
ence of all is needed, and all who stand aloo , wield their in- 
fluence against this great work. We rejoice that the Sabbath- 
school cause is gaining increased interest with our churches. 
But much remains to be done. The great enemy of souls is 
ever busy in sowing the great seeds of sin and error in the 
minds and hearts of our children. Then how earnest and 
untiring we should be in teaching God’s holy word, which by 
the blessing of the Holy Spirit, is able to make poor sinners 
wise unto salvation. 


Respectfully submitted, 
R. .D. BUFORD, Chairman. 


On motion of Elder A. Mitchell, the minutes ofthe Union 
meeting were read and adopted. 

On motion, leave of absence was granted F. L. Coleman. 

On motion, that the Executive Board meet at Mount Hope 
chureh, on Saturday before the fourth Sabbath in September, 
1880, 

It was moved that all unfinished business be turned over 


to the Executive Board. Carried. 
On motion, leave of absence was granted Bro. C. Trotter. 
It was moved by Bro. R. D. Buford, to receive the resolu- 
tion offered by Eld. R. H. O'Neil, and after some discussion 


was adopted. 

The following is the resolution: 

Resolved, As we are members of the Baptist church in 
Christ, and as Christ has said, as you find me, walk in me. 
And as we think that infant baptism is man’s 4nvention, as 
also sprinkling adults is man’s invention, and that the souls 
of those who are in Christ, cannot fully and finally fall away, 
and that the Lord did not commune with any but. those that 
he had chosen, and worship the same way and mind the same 
things. 

Resolved, That we recommend that no heterodox minister 
or brother, shall exhort, or be allowed to reach, who will 
not promise to confine himself to the points in the Bible, and 
has nothing to do with the above. 


Resolved, That in the absence of the pastor, the deacons, or 


any member of the church, shall or may have ‘the power to 
stop any pastor or exhorter who departs from those principles. 
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On motion the following named persons were appointed a 
Local Committee: Bros. R. D. Buford, G. W. Cohran, and 


Thos. Neck. 
Report of the Local Committee. 


Your committee beg leave to put in nomination, New 
Hope, and Philadelphia churches, for holding the next meet- 
ing of this Association, which resulted in the choice of New 
Hope, and to meet on Thursday, before the third Sabbath 
in August, A. D. 1881. 


The Association then went into election for a preacher to 
preach the next Introductory Sermon, which resulted in the 
choice of Elder F. L. Coleman, and Elder A. Parks, alternate. 

The Devotional committee made the following report, that 
Eld. A. Durham preach to-night at early candle light, and 
Bro. M. Gater to conduct the morning exercise, anll_ Elds. 
A. Mitchell and R. Goodwin, to preach to-morrow at 11 
o'clock. 

On motion, Elds. W. Howard, and G. W. Cohran, were 
appointed as Corresponding Delegates to go to the General 
Association, which convenes at Winona, Thursday, before 
the 4th Sabbath in October, 1880. 


Resolved, That this body tender their thanks to the Mode- 
rator and Clerk, for the able and efficient manner in which 
they have discharged their duties during the present session. 


Resolved, That the members: of this body tender their 
thanks to the brethren and vicinity for the kind and hospitable 
manner in which we have been entertained by them during 
our stay with them. 


On motion, the Association adjourned to meet with the 
New Hope Baptist Church, on Thursday before the third 
Sabbath in August, A. D. 1881, after which a hymn was sung 
and a good old fashioned shaking of hands, followed by a 
prayer by the Moderator; and thus ended another harmonious 
session of the Tallahatchie Association. 


Exp. C. LAWSHE, Moderator. 


M. P. Jones, 
R. W. Wisoy, } Clerk 
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At night Elder A. Durham preached from the 10th chapter 
3d verse, of Isaiah. 

SABBATH EXERCISES. 

At the Church, at 11 o’clock, Eld. R. Goodwin preached © 
a heart-cheering sermon, (his text we did not get,) and after 
the sermon a collection was taken up for Eld. A. Durham, the 
missionary from the Zion Association, amounting to $8 80. 

The following are the names of the Ministers to preach sta- 
ted sermons at the next Association: 

Elder G. W. Cohran to preach the Doctrinal Sermon on 
Friday night. 

Elder R. Goodwiu to preach the Missionary Sermon on 
Sunday at 11 o’clock. 

Elder W. Howard to preach the Educational Sermon on 
Sunday evening, at 3 o’clock. 

The next session of the Union Meeting will be held at Cs- 
naan Church, which convenes on Friday before the 3d Sab- 
bath in July, 1881. 

Elder C. Lawshe to preach the Introductory Sermon. 


ae 


Ordained Ministers. 


T. F. Martin, W. Howard, 
A. Pegues, N. Miles, 
Thos. Nick, F. L. Coleman, 
A. Parks, C. Lawshe, 

A. Mitchell, T. Bowlin, 

C. Webb, G. Burt, 

J. H. Cohran, ° G. W. Cohran, 
J. B. Brown, R. Goodwin. 


Licentiates. 


B, Sanders, W. Duckworth, 

H. Pegues, A. Campbell, 

J. Pegues, B. Campbell, 

M. Gater, L. MeClown. 
Wm. Gant. 
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RULES OF DECORUM. 


———{} —__ 


ARTICLE 1. The Association shall be opened by prayer. 

Art. 2. The Moderator and Clerk shall be chosen C the 
members present by ballot. 

Art. 3. The Moderator’shall be considered the judge of 
order, but any member not satisfied with his decision may ap- 
peal, provided the appeal be made on the same day, but at no 
subsequent time. 

Art. 4, The Moderator shall be entitled to the same priv- 
ilege of speaking as other members, bat not to vote unless his 
vote be necessary to decide the question; if he rises to speak 
he shall call on some brother to take the chair, 

Art. 5. All questions brought before the Association shall 
be introduced by motion, and if seconded, shall be opened 
for discussion, unless withdrawn by the mover or his second. 
When a subject has been taken up and a reasonable time al- 
lowed for discussion, the Moderator shall take the question 
by yeas and nays, and if a call for a division be made, it shall 
be decided by the members rising. 

Art. 6. Any member wishing to speak shall rise and ad- 


dress the Moderator. oo one member shall be allowed to 


speak at the same time, and while speaking shall not be inter- 
rupted unless he depart from the subject or make personal 
reflections. 

Art. 7. No person shall speak more than twice upon the 
same subject until all who wish to speak have had an opportu- 
nity, nor more than twice upon any subject without permis- « 
sion. 

Art. 8. Every subject introduced for discussion shall be 
first decided before another shall be offered, unless it be laid 
over by motion, with the consent of the mover and Associa- 
tion. 

Art. 9. The Association shall in all cases be governed by 
a majority of the members present, except in the reception of 
churches; then a unanimous vote shall be uired. But 
in no case shall one member or church senrenk Ibe reception 
without sufficient cause shown, which shall be determined by 
& majority. 

Art. 10, The names of the members shall be called when- 
ever the Association shall direct, and absentees marked. Any 
member wishing to retire shal) obtain permission of the 


Moderator. 
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Art. 11. The appellation “brother” Shall be used by the 
members in addressing each other. 

Art. 12. Any member violating these rules shall be sub- 
Ject to reproval by the Moderator, but only on the day the 
breach shall have been committed. - 

Art. 13. Amendments or alterations may be made to these 
rules when a majority may deem it necessary. 


-_——-— 


CONSTITUTION. 


ARTICLE 1, This Association shaj] be called the Taria- 
HATCHIE BAPTIST ASSOCIATION, 

Art. 2. It shall be composed of persons who have been 
duly elected delegates by the respective churches belonging to 
this union. 

Arr. 3. The delegates representing the different churches 
shall, at the opening of the Association, present the letters 
specifying their appointment, and also showing the number 
baptized, received by letter, dismissed, excluded, restored, and 
dead, during the year, together with the whole number in 
fellowship. 


Art. 4. Every chureh belonging to this body shall be en- 
titled to three delegates until they number one hundred mem- 
bers, and then one for each hundred above that number. 

Art. 5. Churches of this union aig to represent .them- 


selves at one Association will be expected to state the reason 
of their failure at the next; and if any church fail for three 
suecessive meetings, the Association may consider such church 
as dropped from its number, or shall have power to send a 
committee to inquire into its State, or proceed as the Associa- 
tion may deem most advisable. 

Art. 6. New churches may be admitted into this union by 
signifying their wish by letter and delegates, provided they be 
deemed orthodox and are willing to walk in fellowship with 
us, 

| have a Moderator and 
be chosen at each a 
*hurches and members named are enrolled, 
provided, however, that nothing in this article be so construed 
as to prohibit churches petitioning for union with: us from 
voting by their delegates for Moderator and Clerk, 

Art. 8. This Association shall have no power to adopt 

rules that shall at any time infringe upon the independence 
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and rights of churches. It shall, however, be at liberty to 
advise churches belonging to it, or it may withdraw from such 
churches as are known to walk disorderly. 

Arr. 9. The Association shall have a fund for its expenses, 
and the churches shall be at liberty to send up such funds as 
they may think proper, either for oreign or domestic missions, 
for the Bible, or any other benevolent institution, and the 
Association may appoint one or more to take charge of the 
same, and forward them as they may be designated, and re- 
sort to the next Association. 

Arr. 10. Any church of this anion having a difficulty that 
che cannot settle may call help from other churches, or may 
present the case to this body for advice. Such cases must be 
presented in the letters of correspondence, stating the reason 
why it has not or could not be decided by the chutch. 

Arr. 11. If any church should have a difficulty with a sis- 
ter church, we recommend said church to take the gospel 
steps as directed in Matthew 18th, and no difficulty will be 
entertained by this Association until such steps are taken. 

Axr. 12. When charches of this union have members sup- 
posed to possess ministerial gifts, we recommend them to call 
to their aid from two or more churches the ministers, and such 
other members as the churehes may deem most suitable, to ex- 
amine the individuals, and, if thought advisable, to authorize 
such a member or members to preach the gospel, which shall 
be reported to the Association and entered on the minutes. 

Arr. 13. Any church having 8 gift she deems worthy of 
ordination, shall call a Presbytery of ministers from sister 
churches to officiate in the work; and all Presbyteries, in the 
ordination of ministers and deacons, or in constituting 
churehes, shall be governed by the abstract principles of this 
Association. 

Art. 14. The Association may correspond by letter with 
the Baptist Convention of this State, and with such Associa- 
tions as she may deem most conducive to the general interest of 
Zion. 

Arr. 15. The minutes of the Association shall be read and 
corrected, and signed by the Moderator and Clerk, before the 
session rises. No Association shall adjourn, unless in extraor- 
dinary cases, until it has finished all its business. 
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ABSTRACT OF FAITH. 
t OF THE SCRIPTURES 

We believe that the Holy Bible was written by men di- 
vinely ins pire “and isa pe ‘rfect treasure of he avenly instruc- 
tion; that it has God for its author, salvation for its end, and 
truth without any mixture of error for its matter; that it re- 
veals the principles by which God will judge us, and there- 
fore, is, and shall remain to the end of the world, the true 
center of christian union, and the supreme standard by which 
all human conducts, creeds and opinions should be tried, 

ll OF THE TRUE GOD, 

We believe there is one, and only one true and living God, 
whose name is Johovah, the maker and supreme raler of heav- 
en and earth, inexpressibly glorious in holiness, and worthy of 
all possi l le honor, contidence and love, re vealed under the pe r- 
sonal and relative distinction of the Father, the Son and the 
Holy Ghost; equal in every divine perfection, and executing 
distinct but harmonious «ffices in the great work of redemp- 
tion, 

i oF THE FALL OF WAN 

We believe that man was created in a state of holiness under tire 
law of his Maker, but by woluntary transgression fell from that 
holy and happy state, in conseque nee of which all mankind are 
now sinners, not by constraint but by choice, being by. nature ut- 
terly void of that holiness required ‘by the law of God. Wholly 
viven to the gratification of the world, of Satan and of their own 
sinful passions, and therefore under just condemnation to eternal 
ruin, without defense or excuse. 

1v OF THE WAY OF SALVATION, 

We believe that the salvation of sinners is wholly of grace 
through the medatorial offices of the Son of God who took upon 
Him our nature, yet without sin ; honored the law by his personal 
obedience, and made atonement for our sins by his death ; being 
risen from the dead is now enthroned in heaven, and uniting in bis 
wonderful person the tenderest a with divine oa 
is every way qui alified to be a suitable, a compassionate and all- 
sufficient Savior. 

Vv OF JCUSTIPRMCATION, 

We believe that the great gospel blessings, which Christ of His 
fullness bestows on such as believe in Him, js Justification’: that 
Justification consists in the pardon of sin and promise of eternal 
life on principles of righteousness which we have done, but solely 
through his own redemption and righteotisness; that it brings us 
into a state of most blessed peace and favor with God, and secures 
every other blessing needful for time and eternity. 
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vi OF THE FPREENESS OF SALVATION 

We believe that the blessings of salvation ate made free to all 
by the gospel; that it is the immediate duty of all to accept them 
by a cordial and obedient faith; and that nothing prevents the 
salvation of the greatest sinner on earth, except his own voluntary 
refusal to submit to the Lord Jesus Christ, which refusal will sub- 
ject him toan aggravated condemnation. 

vir OF THE GRACE IS REGENERATION 

We believe that in order to be saved we must be regenerated or 
born again, that regeneration consixts in giving a holy eae 
to the mind, and is effected in a manner above our compre yension 
or calculation by the power of the Holy Spirit, so as to secure our 
voluntary obedience to the gospel, and its —— evidence is found 
in the holy fruit which we bring forth to the Glory of God. 

vill OF GODS PURPOSE OF GRATER. 

That election is the gracious person of God, aceording to which 
he regenerates, sanctifies and saves sinners; that being perfectly 
consistent with the free agency of man, it comprebends all means 
in connection with the end; that it is a most glorious display of 
God’s sovereign goodness; being infinitely wise, holy and unchange- 
able; that it utterly excludes boasting, and promises humility, 
prayer, praise, trust in God, and active imitation of His free mer- 
ey; that it encourages the use of means in. the highest degree ; 
that it is ascertained by its effects in all who believe the gospel, is 
the foundation of Christian assurance, and that to ascertain it with 
regard to ourselves demands and deserves our utmost diligence. 

ix--OF THE FPRRSEVERANCE OF SAINTS, 

That such only are real believers as endure unto the end ; that 
their persevering attachment to Christ is the grand mark which 
distinguishes them from superficial professors; that a special 
Providence watches over their welfare, and that they are kept by 
the power of God through faith anto salvation. 

X-—HARMONY OF THE LAW AND GOSPEL 

That the law of God is the eternal and unchangeable rule of 
His moral government; that it is holy, just and good, and thatthe 
inability which the Scriptures ascribe to fallen man to fulfill ite 
precepts, arises entirely from their love of sin to deliver them 
from which, and to restore them through a mediator to unfeigned 
obedience to the holy law, i# one great end of the gospel, and of 
the means of grace, connected with the establishment of this visi- 
ble church. 

Xi OF A UORPEL CHURCH 

That a visible church of Christ isa congregation of baptized be- 

lievers, associated by covenant in the faith and a of the 


gospel observing the ordinances of Christ, governed by His laws 
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and exercising the gifts, rights and privileges invested in them by 
His word that its only proper officers are Bishops, Pastors and 
Deacons, whose qualifications, claims and duties are defined in the 
Epistles to Timothy and Titus. 

XIl—or BAPTISM AND THE ‘'LorD's SUPPER. 

That Christian Baptism is the immersion of a believer in water 
in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit: to show forth in 
a solemn and beautiful emblem of faith in & crucified, buried and 
risen Saviour, with its purifying power; that it is re-requisitely 
the privilege of a church relation, and to the Lord’s Supper in 
which the members of the church, by the’ use of the bread and 
wine, are to commemorate together t 1e'dying love of Christ, pre- 
ceded always by solemn self-examination, 

XIIl-—-OFr THE CHRISTIAN SABBATH. 

That the first day of the week is the Lord’s day, or Christian 
Sabbath, and is to he kept sacred to religious purposes by abstain- 
ing from all secular labor and recreations ; by the devout obser- 
vance of all the means of grace, both private and public, and by 
preparation for the rest which remainet for the people of God. 

XIV——OF CIVIL GOV ERNMENT, 

That Civil Government is of divine appointment for the interest 
of good order of human society, and that magistrates are to be 
prayed for, conscientiously honored and obeyed, except in things 
opposed to the will of our Lord Jesus Christ who is the only Lord 
of conscience and Prince of the kings of the earth. 

XV--OF THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE WICKED. 

That there isa radical and essential difference between the right- 
eous and the wicked; that such only as through faith justifies in 
the name of the Lord Jesus and sanctified by the spirit of our God, 
are truly righteous in his esteem, while all such as continue in im- 
penitence and unbelief are in His sight wicked, and under the 
curse and this distinction holds among tren both in and after death. 

XVI—OF THE WORLD To COME. ! 

That the end of this world is approaching ; that at the last day 
Christ will descend from heaven and raise the dead from the grave 
to final retribution ; that a solemn separation will take place ; that 
the wicked will be adjudged to endless punishment, and the,right- 
eous to endless joy, and that this judgment will fix forever the final 
state of men in heaven or hell, on principles of ‘righteousness. 
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